========================= #1 begin =============================

STEVENS: If

your Honor please, I would like to report this incident which I
consider as a hoax and whose purpose I would like to determine. A man has just
called on the telephone and insisted on talking to me immediately. When
informed that it was impossible, he gave the following message just brought to
me.
[Reads note]
"Do not put Karen Andre on the stand until I get there." No signature.

[The crash of her chair pushed back so violently that it falls makes all eyes turn to
KAREN. She stands straight, eyes blazing, her calm poise shattered]
KAREN: I

want to go on the stand right away!

[Reaction in the courtroom]
FLINT: May

I ask why, Miss Andre?

KAREN: [Ignoring

him] Question me now, Stevens!

STEVENS: [Very

astonished] I'm afraid it's impossible, Miss Andre. We have to
finish the examination of Mr. Jungquist.
KAREN: Then

hurry. Hurry.

[She sits down, showing signs of nervousness for the first time]
JUDGE HEATH: [Rapping

his gavel] I shall ask the defendant to refrain from

further interruptions.
STEVENS: Now,
JUNGQUIST: I

Mr. Jungquist, where were you on the night of January sixteenth?

was in our office in the Faulkner Building. I was working. I been
working late for many nights.

STEVENS: What

did you do when you heard of Mr. Faulkner's death?

JUNGQUIST: I

want to call Herr Whitfield. I telephone his home in Long Island,
but butler say he not home. I call his office in town, but no answer, no one there. I
call many places, but not find Herr Whitfield. Then, I call his home again and I
have to tell Mrs. Faulkner that Herr Faulkner committed suicide.
STEVENS: And

when you told her that, what were Mrs. Faulkner's first words?

JUNGQUIST: She
STEVENS: That

said: "For God's sake, don't give it to the newspapers!"

is all.

[KAREN jumps up, ready to go on the stand]
FLINT: Just

one moment please, Miss Andre. Why such hurry? Whom are you

expecting?
[KAREN sits down reluctantly; without answering]
Mr. Jungquist, you have been employed by Bjorn Faulkner for over eight years,
haven't you?
JUNGQUIST: Yes.
FLINT: Did

you know all that time how crooked and criminal your boss's
operations were?

JUNGQUIST: No,
FLINT: Do

I did not.

you know now that he was a criminal and a swindler?

JUNGQUIST: [With
FLINT: You

the quiet dignity of a strong conviction] No, I do not know that.

don't, eh? And you didn't know what all those brilliant financial
operations of his were?

JUNGQUIST: I

knew that Herr Faulkner did what other people not allowed to do.
But I never wonder and I never doubt. I know it was not wrong.
FLINT: How

did you know that?

JUNGQUIST: Because
FLINT: And

he was Herr Bjorn Faulkner.

he could do no wrong?

JUNGQUIST: Herr

Lawyer, when little people like you and me meet a man like
Bjorn Faulkner, we take our hats off and we bow, and sometimes we take orders;
but we don't ask questions.
FLINT: Splendid,

my dear Mr. Jungquist. Your devotion to your master is worthy
of admiration. You would do anything for him, wouldn't you?

JUNGQUIST: Yes.
FLINT: Are

you very devoted to Miss Andre, too?

JUNGQUIST: [Significantly]

Miss Andre was dear to Herr Faulkner.

FLINT: Then

such a little matter as a few lies for your master's sake would mean
nothing to you?

STEVENS: We

object, your Honor!

JUDGE HEATH: Objection
JUNGQUIST: [With

sustained.

quiet indignation] I not lied, Herr Lawyer. Herr Faulkner is
dead and cannot tell me to lie. But if I had choice, I lie for Bjorn Faulkner rather
than tell truth for you!

FLINT: For

which statement I am more grateful than you can guess, Herr
Jungquist. That is all.
[JUNGQUIST exits]

STEVENS: [Solemnly]

Karen Andre!

[KAREN rises. She is calm. She steps up to the stand with the poise of a queen
mounting a scaffold. The CLERK stops her]
CLERK:

You solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth so help you God?
KAREN: [Calmly]

That's useless. I'm an atheist.

JUDGE HEATH: The

witness has to affirm regardless.

KAREN: [Indifferently]
STEVENS: What
KAREN: Karen

is your name?

Andre.

STEVENS: What

was your last position?

KAREN: Secretary
STEVENS: How
KAREN: Ten

I affirm.

to Bjorn Faulkner.

long have you held that position?

years.

STEVENS: Tell

us about your first meeting with Bjorn Faulkner.

========================= #1 end =============================
KAREN: I

answered his advertisement for a stenographer. I saw him for the first

